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IMPLEMENTATION OF KILLIAN REPORT

NSC Action 1430

"Examination of eripheral War Problem:: With respect
te Gansral Recommendation 11:

(1) Noted that the proposal for a study of techniques
and weapons technology for peripheral wars {s being
implemented through a study by the Weapons Systems
Evaluation Group and through a study under a Cla
contract,”
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implementation of Killian Report: oy 28 1 August 1956

gpniﬁg Recommendation C, ¢

"We ased to examine intelligence data more broadly,

or to invent some aew techunigue, for the discovery of
Eoaxes, +8 & first stop, we recommend a National _
Intelligence iatin:ate, with adequate salegunrds, of our
sucesss in keeping secret sur most useful techniques of
intelligence. This satimate would suggest the extent to
which an enemy might be manipulating the information
obtainad through these sources,”

Statue: The Intelligence advisory Committee initiated & special
National Intslligence Zstirmrste to meet this reconmendation, Comi-
pletion i» expectad is Zeptember 1956. Work is baing coordinated
through the 1AC,
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Implermentation of Eillian Report -3 1 August 1956

Specific Recommmendation C. 9

“The growing principles and techaology of infermation
retrieval will advance and may revelutionize the handling
of large masess of intelligence data, Thelr application
should be sought cut more actively.”

Status: Active search for new squipment aad techniques for
the handling of large masses of intelligence data kas been & pre-
sccupation of GIA since its watablishmaent, In May 1953 the 1AC
established & wub-committes to "coordinate the develeprent and
implescentation of corpatible systems of documentation and processing
of information within the intelligence community.” In addition to regular
IAC membars, NSA sad USLA are also represented. A working grouwp
on aquipment research corrposed of specialints in resaarch and develop-
ment bas besn sstablished to insure that all agencies of the intelligence
community are made aware of new squipment which may be of valus
and that the possibilities of each sew tachaical sdvance are tharoughly
explored on badalf of the comumunity.

Efforis st the momsent are being concentrated on Zastman Kodak
minicard squipment, Both the Alr Force and CIA expect to install
minicard equipment as soon s it becomes available,

On bahalf of the membere of the agenciss represented on the
committen, ClA has entored into & contract with

B i= order to be kept currently informed of the latest do-
velopments in the {leld of information programs,
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Implementation of Xillian Report wbe 1 Auguast 1956

Ceneral Recommendation &6, and

Bpecitic Eecommendation C. Tt

25X1X4

Btatum: Alter oxiensive examinstion of this problem ClA has
rejected the concluasion that the implementation of these recommendations
is principally an overt activity iavelving extensive logistical preparations
and, thersfore, more in keeping with the responsibilities and activities
with the Department of Defenses. 4 letier has been prepared 1o the
Lepartment of Defense requesting that they take the responsibility for
pursuing these recommendations,
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heplementation of Killian Report «Te 1 Aangust 1956

Status:

Specific Becowmmendation C, 3t

“We must find ways to increase the number of bard {acts
upon which cur intelligence estimates are based, to preo-
vide better strategic warniag, to misirise surpriss in the
hind of sttack, and to reduce the danger of gross over-
estimation or gross anderestimation ¢of the threat, To this
sad, we recommend adoption of a vigorous program for the
extonsive use, in smany intelligence procedurss, of the most
advanced knowledge in science and tachnology.™
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lmplementation of Billian Report -8« 1 August 1956

25X1D
Specilic Recommendation C, 3 continued:

As means of acquiriag "hard facts, ™ various sclentific
and technicsl methods are currently under study or develop-
medt in the Services and within the Agency. The more promisiang
of these are listed below:
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Implementation of Eiillan Eeport -G 1 sugust 1956

Specific Fecommandation C, 3, continned:

25X1D

{1) Asrial Reconnaissance

Tha Mavy Dspartsent has under study the uss of
kigh altitude photography from rockets fired vertically
os the Soviet periphery., The Adr Force will, within &
yerr, baws in lin:ited prodaction the R5.57, a medium
bigh altitude reconnsissance plane, based on the British
Epeciasl Canberra. &lr Force also has received a proposal
for a true higk altitude spscial reconnaissance plane -~
the Leckheed CL 325 -~ embodying the hydrogen burning
REX 11 engine for availability in 4-5 years, The Alr Force
bas under study the developnent of an Advanced Reconmaissance
System, smploying an sarth satellite vehicle using either
photographic or television techaigues,
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Implernentation of Eillian Report 12« 1 August 1956

Epecilic Recommnendation C, 3, continued:

{6) iata Mandling Systoms

Under Cl& loadernhip, considerable progress bas
baen made by mest intelligence agencies in machine
methods for the catalogulng and storage of information,
This is based on the Zastmsan Kadak Minicard aystem
and the Cla intelligence subject index, Howsver, com-
parable work is not at present Pping {orwiard on the
problem: of ssarch for and recovery of dsta oncs storad,
Thare are also & numcher of research projects underway
to iscprove the data reduction of ELINT primary take
and to provide some meshanisation of photo interpreta-
tionm,
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Implem sntation of Killlan Report «13- 1 Augest 19%6

Bpecific Recomn:endation A, 9:

»As & first step in coruparing the capabilities and vul-
nerabiliities of the United Etates and the USER in a

possible nuclesr air war, & comprebeneive comparison

of U.%5, and USSR Bravo, Romes, and Deita target
systems be undsrtaken in the context of A single symmetzic
stady, using common tarms of refarence and & common
frame-work of agalysis. ™

Status:  Principal responsibility in this recommendation rests
with the Department of Defense. In support thereof Cla Bas con-
tinued to distribute its commodity and sector asalyses of the Bino-Sovist
BMoc sconomies to the Aly Force for incorparation in whatever models
AFOIN or its contraciors devalop,

NSC 5608, approved 24 hiay 19356, established procedures for
providing integrated evaluations of the net capabilities of the USER in
the svent of ganeral war. More specifically, it states that while &
gensrsal estimats should be mads of the over-all sffects of the U, &,
attacks against the USSR, it is not expected or anticipated that detailed
analysas will be undertaken, This directive supsrsedes NEC 5511 as
geidance for these evaluations sand apparsatly cancels the need for the
kind of detalled data whick would be provided by symsuetric analysis.

The broad sfiectiveness of present nuclesr waspons systems has
sppuarad to make obsolete the constraction of elaborate and
detailed analyses of potentially hostile sconomise for purposes of
post-atiack damage assessment, Sufficiently accurate answers can
be supplied far more casily by loss slaborate means,

Feor these rsasons, Cls proposss to take no further actiom,
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Implementation of Killian Report -14- 1 Augast 1956

Epecific ecommendation C. &

"There are gemerally recognined techaical snd adminis-
trative problems in the field of ELINT (slectronic noise
tistening). This situation urgently needs attention,

& combination of techaical knowledge and adeguate authority
at & high lavel is reguired.”

‘Btatus: On 16 May 1955 the NSC noted the iasuance of NSCID-17
which was approved by the Intaliigencs Advisory Committes f{or i~
provement of ELINT analysis, The Natienal Techuical Processing
Center is now being activitated with the {ull cooperation of Cl4, Ik
appears that ELINT cooperation aad coordimation will be s{fectively
carried out,
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